THE CRUSADES
reasons for the descent of the Christians on the city. The
first of these, he contends, was the persecution of the
Eastern Christians, who, in the year 755 (1354/55) during
the reign of Sultan Qalawun, were all dismissed from the
government service, forced to wear undignified clothes
to distinguish them from Muslims, and subjected to other
forms of vexatious treatment*1 The second was the
Sultan's refusal to grant Pierre's request to be allowed to
follow a Cypriot tradition and receive his crown at Sur
(Tyre).2 The third was the lenient treatment of the
Prankish corsairs in the waters of Alexandria, which con-
vinced the Christians that the city was inadequately defended
and would be an easy prey to its attacker.3 The fourth,
fifth and sixth include incidents of pillage at Rosetta and
Abuqir in the neighbourhood of Alexandria which con-
firmed the King's belief in the defencelessness of the
Egyptian coast.4 The seventh was the rising of the mob in
an attempt to massacre the 'Franks' in Alexandria.5 Such
were the causes of the impending invasion as visualized by
al-Nuwairl. In fourteenth-century Europe, on the other
hand, much propaganda had been circulated in order to
excite men's desire to seize that great city for Christendom,6
Alexandria was the veritable 'Queen of the Mediterranean'.
Its numerous and wonderful funduqs abounded in spices,
silks and wares of all kinds. Almost all trading countries of
the East and West had representatives and consuls in its busy
marts. Alexandria was the terminus of the Oriental trade
routes and the beginning of the Occidental. The customs de-
rived from the passage of goods through it provided the
Sultan with a source of immense revenues which he used
for his self-aggrandizement at the expense of the neigh-
ample, includes considerable information on Arab ships and nautical science
(ff. 123 vo et seq.) which the author must have gathered from Egyptian
sailors in the town; and the third volume contains an account of the Cypriot
attack of 1367 on Tarabulus (f. 27 ro et seq., vide infra). M. fit. Combe is
now preparing a French version of the important sections on Alexandria.
1 Berlin MS. Wetz. 359, ff. 95 ro et vo.
2 ib., ff. 94 vo-95 ro.                    * ib., f. 95 ro et vo.
4 ib., ff. 95 vo~96 vo.                    5 ib., ff. 96 vo~97 ro.
6 ride supra, e.g. Pitoti and other propagandists in previous chapters in
Part I.